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(57) ABSTRACT

A composition that comprises a titanium compound, an iron
compound, and a tungsten compound, wherein the titanium
compound has a microcrystalline anatase structure and/or is
obtained in the production of TiO2 according to the sulphate
process, during hydrolysis of a solution which contains tita-
nyl sulphate, and also in that the composition has a vanadium
content, calculated as V, of less than 0.15 wt. % in relation to
the solids content of the composition. A catalyst or catalyst
raw material containing the claimed composition, as well as
to a dimensionally stable and catalytically active solid body
can be obtained by mixing the composition defined above
with binders, plasticisers and optionally, further additives,
molding the obtained composition preferably by extrusion,
and subsequently carrying out calcination, or by providing a
dimensionally stable and catalytically active solid body that
can be obtained by applying the composition, optionally
together with binders, plasticisers and further additives, to a
substrate, and subsequently carrying out calcination.
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FIGURE 1

DeNOx - Catalysis for Vanadiumfree Catalysts after Calcination for 1h at 550 °C
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FIGURE 2
DeNOx - Catalysis for Vanadiumfree Catalysts after Calcination for 1h at 550 °C
and Aging for 48h at 750°C
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FIGURE 3
DeNOx - Catalysis for Vanadiumfree Catalysts in relation to the TiO2-Precursor
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RAW MATERIALS FOR VANADIUM-FREE
OR VANADIUM-REDUCED DENOX
CATALYSTS, AND METHOD FOR
PRODUCING SAME

This U.S. patent application is a national stage application
of PCT/EP2012/055810 filed on 30 Mar. 2012 and claims
priority of European patent document EP 11165659.1 filed on
11 May 2011, the entireties of which are incorporated herein
by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The invention relates to a composition which is suitable as
raw material for the production of vanadium-free or vana-
dium-reduced DeNOx catalysts and comprises a titanium
compound which is obtained in the production of TiO,
according to the sulfate process during hydrolysis of a titanyl
sulfate-containing solution and/or has a microcrystalline ana-
tase structure, an iron compound and a tungsten compound,
and also a process for producing the composition and dimen-
sionally stable, catalytically active solid bodies which can be
obtained from this composition and be used as catalyst for, for
example, decreasing the amount of nitrogen oxides.

PRIOR ART

Combustion of fossil energy carriers is the basis of our
energy generation and mobility. However, the presence of
oxygen and also nitrogen-containing compounds, or atmo-
spheric nitrogen, in the combustion process leads to forma-
tion of nitrogen oxides (NOx) which lead to considerable
pollution of the environment and damage to human health.
The catalytic conversion of the nitrogen oxides by means of
ammonia into harmless nitrogen has been established for a
long time. Supported catalysts play a particularly important
role in the catalytic degradation of nitrogen oxides. Particular
importance has been obtained by selective catalytic reduction
(SCR) in which the nitrogen oxides are reduced by means of
added nitrogen-containing compounds, preferably ammonia
or urea, in the presence of a catalyst. The selective catalytic
reduction of nitrogen oxides by means of ammonia (NH;—
SCR) can be summarized as follows:

catalyst
—_—

4NO +4NH;+ 0, 4N, + 6 0.

In mobile applications, the ammonia required in this reac-
tion is often generated by thermal decomposition of a nitro-
gen-containing starting compound directly upstream of the
catalyst. Commercial catalysts for SCR are, in particular,
noble metals, metal oxides and zeolites. An overview is given
by Pio Forzatti, Present status and perspectives in de-NOx
SCR catalysis, in: Applied Catalysis A: General 222 (2001)
221-236. An important catalyst system is the supported WO,
orV,05,—WOj; catalysts on a TiO, support, where the TiO, is
normally present predominantly in the anatase form (see, for
example, U.S. Pat. No. 5,723,404 or WO2006/044768).

Apart from the ever stricter laws relating to NOx emissions
from machines or engines driven by fossil fuels, laws are
increasingly also focusing on the catalyst components. Thus,
efforts are being made to legally prohibit vanadium as catalyst
constituent since under operating conditions it can volatilize
and, owing to the fundamental toxicity of V-containing com-
pounds, can lead to a potential hazard to human beings and
the environment. Technical solutions to this problem are
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known. Thus, zeolite-based systems whose active compo-
nents can be copper or iron have been described. Further-
more, mixed oxides which display catalytic activity in the
selective catalytic reduction of nitrogen oxides have been
documented. For example, the system described in WO2008/
049491 A1l is based on a Ce/Zr mixed oxide.

Furthermore, it has been known for a long time that iron on
TiO, displays some catalytic activity. Apart from the prob-
lems associated with vanadium, the aging resistance and the
low-temperature activity of the established systems, in par-
ticular, represent a problem since, firstly, the V-containing
systems display a greatly reduced catalytic activity at tem-
perature stress. In addition, the catalyst has to meet evermore
demanding requirements in respect of the low-temperature
activity (above about 200° C.). Although Fe- and Cu-zeolites
have been found to be quite effective SCR catalysts in defined
applications, there are weaknesses in terms of the long-term
stability and the demands made of the gas composition for the
catalytic reaction. Last but not least, the high costs make it
necessary to find solutions which can represent alternatives to
the zeolitic systems. The systems described in the patent and
technical literature are generally based on specialty chemi-
cals which are well-defined and highly pure but, as a result,
rather unimportant for large-scale industrial use.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In the light of this background, it is an object of the present
invention to provide a raw material for the production of
catalytically highly active and aging-resistant SCR catalysts
which have a low vanadium content or are free of vanadium
and can be obtained in a simple way in an economically
attractive process even on a large industrial scale.

The object is achieved by a composition comprising a
titanium compound, an iron compound and a tungsten com-
pound, characterized in that the titanium compound is
obtained in the production of TiO, according to the sulfate
process during hydrolysis of a titanyl sulfate-containing solu-
tion and/or has a microcrystalline anatase structure and the
composition has a vanadium content, calculated as V, of less
than 0.15% by weight, preferably less than 0.05% by weight,
more preferably less than 0.03% by weight, particularly pref-
erably less than 0.01% by weight, based on the solids content
of the composition.

The invention further relates to a catalyst or catalyst raw
material containing the composition of the invention.

The object is alternatively achieved by provision of a
dimensionally stable catalytically active solid body which is
obtainable by mixing of the above-defined composition with
binders, plasticizers and optionally further additives, shaping
of the resulting composition, preferably by extrusion, and
subsequent calcination, or by provision of a dimensionally
stable catalytically active solid body which is obtainable by
application of the above-defined composition, optionally
together with binders, plasticizers and further additives, to a
support and subsequent calcination.

The invention also relates to the use of the composition
according to the invention and also of the dimensionally
stable solid body according to the invention as catalyst or for
producing a catalyst and a process for producing the compo-
sition by mixing the titanium compound which is obtained in
the production of TiO, according to the sulfate process during
hydrolysis of a titanyl sulfate-containing solution and/or has
a microcrystalline anatase structure, an iron compound and a
tungsten compound.

FIGURES

FIG. 1 shows the catalytic activity (NO conversion values)
of'the samples obtained in examples 1 and 2 as a function of
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the temperature compared to a standard material as per
example X8 comprising 1.5% by weight of V,O; on a TiO,/
WO, support containing 10% by weight of WO;.

FIG. 2 shows the catalytic activity (NO conversion values)
of the samples obtained in examples 1 and 2 after aging by
heating to 750° C. for 48 hours as a function of the tempera-
ture compared to a standard material as per example X8.

FIG. 3 shows the catalytic activity (NO conversion values)
of'the Ti—Fe samples obtained in example X5 on the basis of
a microcrystalline anatase TiO(OH), used according to the
invention as a function of the temperature compared to
Ti—Fe samples based on an amorphous TiO, (example X6)
or a highly crystalline anatase TiO, (example X7).

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The embodiments of the invention described below can be
combined with one another in any way and in this way lead to
particularly preferred embodiments.

The following detailed description discloses specific and/
or preferred variants of the individual features according to
the invention. It goes without saying that embodiments
obtained by any combinations of two or more preferred
embodiments are also according to the invention and gener-
ally even preferred.

Unless indicated otherwise, the terms “comprising” or
“comprises” are used in the context of the present patent
application to indicate that further components can optionally
be present in addition to the components explicitly men-
tioned. However, the terms should also be interpreted as
encompassing embodiments which consist only of the com-
ponents mentioned, i.e. do not contain any further compo-
nents other than those mentioned.

Unless indicated otherwise, all percentages are by weight.
Percentages or other relative amounts indicated for a compo-
nent defined by a generic term should be interpreted as refer-
ring to the total amount of all specific variants which come
within the generic term. When a generically defined compo-
nentis, inan embodiment of the invention, further specified as
a specific variant coming under the generic term, this should
be interpreted as indicating that no other specific variants
coming under the general term are additionally present, so
that the originally indicated total amount of all specific vari-
ants then relates to the amount of the one particular specific
variant.

Composition of the Invention and Production of a Catalyst

and of a Catalyst Raw Material

The invention relates to the production of titanium dioxide-
containing raw materials for catalysts which are suitable for
reducing nitrogen oxide-containing combustion offgases by
selective catalytic reduction, e.g. by means of ammonia, to
nitrogen. In detail, the invention encompasses the following
embodiments:

(1) Composition comprising a titanium compound, an iron
compound and a tungsten compound, characterized in that
the titanium compound is obtained in the production of
TiO, according to the sulfate process during hydrolysis of
a titanyl sulfate-containing solution and/or has a microc-
rystalline anatase structure and the composition has a vana-
dium content, calculated as V, of less than 0.15% by
weight, preferably less than 0.05% by weight, more pref-
erably less than 0.03% by weight, particularly preferably
less than 0.01% by weight, based on the solids content of
the composition.

(2) Composition according to (1), characterized in that the
titanium compound which is obtained in the production of
TiO, by the sulfate process during hydrolysis of a titanyl
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sulfate-containing solution and/or has a microcrystalline
anatase structure makes up more than 50% by weight,
preferably more than 70% by weight, particularly prefer-
ably more than 90% by weight, of all titanium-containing
components of the composition.

(3) Composition according to (1) or (2), characterized in that
the composition has a BET surface area of greater than 150
m?/g, preferably greater than 200 m?*/g, particularly pref-
erably greater than 250 m*/g.

(4) Composition according to at least one of the preceding
embodiments, characterized in that the iron compound is
an organic iron compound, preferably ammonium iron(I1I)
citrate, and/or the iron content, calculated as Fe, O, is from
0.1 to 5% by weight, preferably from 0.2 to 3.5% by
weight, based on the solids content of the composition.

(5) Composition according to at least one of the preceding
embodiments, characterized in that the tungsten content,
calculated as WO, is from 2 to 30% by weight, preferably
from 5 to 25% by weight, preferably from 5 to 15% by
weight, based on the solids content of the composition.

(6) Composition according to at least one of the preceding
embodiments, characterized in that the composition con-
tains a cerium compound and has a cerium content, calcu-
lated as CeQ,, of from 0.01 to 5% by weight, preferably
from 0.1 to 3.5% by weight, particularly preferably from
0.5 to 2.5% by weight, based on the solids content of the
composition.

(7) Composition according to at least one of the preceding
embodiments, characterized in that the composition has a
Zr content, calculated as ZrO,, of less than 8% by weight,
preferably less than 5% by weight, particularly preferably
less than 1% by weight, based on the solids content of the
composition.

(8) Composition according to at least one of the preceding
embodiments, characterized in that the sulfate content of
the composition is from 0.05% by weight to 3.5% by
weight, preferably from 0.2% by weight to 3.0% by
weight, particularly preferably from 0.5% by weight to
2.5% by weight.

(9) Composition according to at least one of the preceding
embodiments, characterized in that the ratio of Cl/TiO, is
less than 0.0005, preferably less than 0.0001.

(10) Composition according to at least one of the preceding
embodiments, characterized in that it is present in the form
of a suspension or paste.

(11) Process for producing a composition according to at least
one of the preceding embodiments (1) to (10), which com-
prises mixing of a titanium compound which is obtained in
the production of TiO, according the sulfate process during
hydrolysis of a titanyl sulfate-containing solution and/or
has a microcrystalline anatase structure, an iron compound
and a tungsten compound.

(12) Process according to (11), characterized in that a water-
soluble iron compound and/or a water-soluble tungsten
compound is deposited on the titanium compound.

(13) Process according to embodiment (11) or (12), charac-
terized in that the composition has not been subjected to
any thermal treatment above 300° C. before being pro-
cessed to form catalysts and a BET surface area of the
composition of from 100 to 500 m*/g, preferably from 200
to 400 m?/g, is obtained.

(14) Use of a composition according to at least one of embodi-
ments (1) to (10) for producing a catalyst.

(15) Catalyst or catalyst raw material containing a composi-
tion according to at least one of embodiments (1) to (10).

(16) Dimensionally stable, catalytically active solid body
obtainable by
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(1) mixing of the composition according to at least one of
embodiments (1) to (10) with binders, plasticizers and
optionally further additives, shaping of the resulting
composition, preferably by extrusion, and subsequent
calcination

or

(ii) application of the composition according to one or
more of embodiments (1) to (10), optionally together
with binders, plasticizers and/or further additives, to a
support material and subsequent calcination.

The particular aspect of the composition according to the
invention and of the process for producing it is the use of a
combination of titanium compounds, iron compounds and
tungsten compounds, whereby the titanium compound is
obtained in the production of TiO, by the sulfate process
during hydrolysis of a titanyl sulfate-containing solution and/
or has a microcrystalline anatase structure.

The titanium compound preferably has a BET surface area
of greater than 150 m*/g, preferably greater than 200 m*/g,
particularly preferably greater than 250 m*/g, and consists of
industrially easily accessible microcrystalline TiO,.

As titanium compound, preference is given to using micro-
crystalline anatase titanium dioxide which can be or comprise
not only pure TiO, but also be or comprise titanium oxide
hydrate. The titanium oxide hydrate, also referred to as tita-
nium dioxide hydrate or metatitanic acid, can be described by
the chemical formulae TiO(OH),, H,TiO; or TiO,xH,O
(where 0<x<1).

However, the titanium compound, preferably the above-
described titanium oxide hydrate, can also have a ratio deter-
mined by X-ray diffraction of titanium dioxide in the anatase
form to titanium dioxide in the rutile form of greater than
90:10, particularly preferably greater than 99:1. The X-ray
crystalline phases can be determined qualitatively and quan-
titatively by X-ray diffraction (see, for example, H. Kirschner
and B. Koppelhuber-Bitschnau, Réntgenstrukturanalyse and
Rietveldmethode, Sth edition, Friedr. Vieweg & Sohn Ver-
lagsgesellschaft mbH, Braunschweig/Wiesbaden, 1994).

Particles of the titanium oxide hydrate can be obtained, for
example, by hydrolysis of a titanyl sulfate solution containing
sulfuric acid. Depending on the origin and composition of the
titanyl sulfate solution containing sulfuric acid, a sulfuric acid
suspension of titanium oxide hydrate which can additionally
contain undesirable impurities, in particular heavy metals, is
obtained in the hydrolysis. In general, one or more purifica-
tion steps are therefore carried out in order to free the titanium
oxide hydrate of undesirable impurities.

Preference is given to using titanium oxide hydrate formed
by hydrolysis of titanyl sulfate which is obtained in the pro-
cess for producing titanium dioxide according to the sulfate
process. This process is described, for example, in Industrial
Inorganic Pigments, 3rd edition, edited by Gunter Buxbaum,
Wiley-VCH, 2005.

In this context, the term microcrystalline should be inter-
preted as meaning that the evaluation of the reflection widths
of X-ray powdered diffraction patterns of the microcrystal-
line TiO(OH), according to the Scherrer equation indicates an
average dimension of the crystallites of 4-10 nm.

The microcrystalline material according to the invention
can, as described above, be obtained by hydrolysis of a titanyl
sulfate solution which contains sulfuric acid and is obtained
in the process for producing titanium dioxide according to the
sulfate process.

Amorphous titanium oxide hydrate, which in contrast to
the microcrystalline material according to the invention dis-
plays very greatly broadened X-ray reflections and whose
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corresponding crystal domains have sizes of less than 4 nm,
can be obtained by hydrolysis of, for example, a titanium
alkoxide, e.g. Ti(OEt),.

Highly crystalline materials such as A-K-1 from Crenox
GmbH can be obtained by thermal treatment of microcrys-
talline or amorphous TiO(OH), and have crystallite sizes
according to the Scherrer evaluation of greater than 10 nm.
Typical properties of A-K-1 are crystallite sizes of about 20
nm and a BET surface area of about 90 m*/g.

It has surprisingly been found that, in particular, the use of
microcrystalline TIO(OH), as starting material for the pro-
duction of catalytically active material is advantageous com-
pared to an amorphous TiO, or a highly crystalline TiO,.

The sulfate content of the titanium compound or of the
titanium oxide hydrate is preferably up to 2.5% by weight,
based on TiO,. Thus, the sulfate content can be from 0.5 to
2.5% by weight, preferably from 1.5t0 2.5% by weight, based
on TiO,, but also less than 0.5% by weight.

The titanium compound, e.g. the titanium oxide hydrate, or
the composition preferably has a BET surface area of greater
than 150 m*/g, preferably greater than 200 m*/g, particularly
preferably greater than 250 m*/g. The maximum BET surface
area of the titanium compound is preferably 500 m*/g. The
determination of the BET surface area is carried out in accor-
dance with DIN ISO 9277 by means of N, at 77 K ona sample
of the titanium oxide hydrate particles which has been
degassed and dried at 140° C. for 1 hour. Evaluation is carried
out by multipoint determination (10-point determination).

The composition of the invention has preferably been
obtained by applying the iron compound and tungsten com-
pound to a TiO,-containing support, preferably using water-
soluble compounds.

The composition of the invention preferably comprises
sodium and the mass ratio of Na/Ti, expressed as Na,O/TiO,,
is preferably less than 0.001, particularly preferably less than
0.0001.

The composition of the invention also preferably com-
prises compounds of the elements Si or Mn or combinations
of these elements as further additives.

In the composition of the invention, the proportion of SiO,
can preferably be from 0 to 15% by weight, particularly
preferably from 5 to 10% by weight, and/or the proportion of
manganese, reported as MnQO,, can preferably be from 0 to
20% by weight, preferably from 1 to 10% by weight, prefer-
ably from 2 to 5% by weight.

The composition of the invention can be subjected to a
thermal treatment at above 300° C. before being processed to
form catalysts, and the BET surface area of the composition
after the thermal treatment is preferably from 10to 250 m*/g,
particularly preferably from 50 to 150 m*/g.

As an alternative, the composition of the invention is not
subjected to any thermal treatment at above 300° C. before
being processed to form catalysts, and the BET surface area
of the composition is in this case preferably from 100 to 500
m?/g, particularly preferably from 200 to 400 m*/g.

The production of the composition of the invention prefer-
ably starts out from titanium oxide hydrate which is provided
as aqueous suspension with a catalytically active component
by means of, for example, an impregnation process. The
catalytically active components or promoters iron and tung-
sten of the composition are introduced or deposited on the
titanium oxide hydrate via a water-soluble compound, e.g.
ammonium iron citrate or ammonium paratungstate, which is
converted by thermal treatment into the respective oxide. It is
inconsequential whether an oxidic, a hydroxidic or the pure
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precursor compound or mixed forms of these three species
have been deposited on the TIO(OH), as a consequence of
loading.

After the deposition, a pH of preferably 2-9, particularly
preferably from 3 to 7.5, is obtained or set.

Typically, the TiO(OH), suspended in water is admixed
while stirring with the respective metal oxide precursors. The
addition can be carried out as solids or as an aqueous solution
of'the corresponding metal salts. The order of addition can be
chosen freely and it is also possible to dissolve the respective
metal salts together beforehand and then add them to the
TiO(OH), suspension. The treatment of the TiIO(OH), with
the metal salts merely requires it to be ensured that no undis-
solved constituents of the metal salts remain in the suspension
before drying of the composition of the invention, since this
would prevent deposition of the metal salts on the TiO(OH),.
After addition of the metal salts, it has to be ensured that
precipitation of, for example, metal hydroxides does not
occur as a result of changes in the pH, since this would
likewise prevent very homogeneous deposition of the metal
species on the TiO(OH),. It may therefore be necessary to
correct the pH, e.g. by means of ammonia or sulfuric acid,
depending on the metal salts selected. The duration and tem-
perature of the treatment of the TiO(OH), with the metal salts
depend, in the case of addition of the salts in solid form, on the
solubility of the metal salts. Thus, in the case of readily
soluble compounds such as the ammonium iron citrate and
ammonium paratungstate salts used in the examples, it may
be sufficient to stir the mixture for 30 minutes at room tem-
perature. Longer treatment times do not display any adverse
effect on the catalytic properties. A composition according to
the invention is obtained after the treatment with the metal
salts. For use of the composition for producing all-active
DeNOx catalysts obtained by extrusion, it can be necessary to
free the composition of water and to convert the metal salts
into the corresponding oxides. Removal of the water can be
carried out in various ways. Thus, both removal by distillation
by means of a rotary evaporator on the laboratory scale and
evaporation in, for example, glass or metal vessels in a drying
oven (130° C. at atmospheric pressure) have been found to be
useful. Industrially, it is possible to employ spray drying or
spin flash drying. The water content can likewise be reduced
by filter pressing before the calcination.

Before use as catalyst, it merely has to be ensured that the
catalytically active species are generated. This is generally
ensured by means of a calcination step. This calcination can,
for example, be carried out in a rotary tube furnace by means
of indirect heating or else by means of direct heating. A
hydrothermal calcination step can likewise produce the cata-
Iytically active species. Static calcinations, for example in a
muffle furnace, and also highly dynamic calcinations, e.g. by
means of short-duration calcination with residence times of
from less than one second up to a few tens of seconds in pulse
reactors, can be useful for obtaining the catalytically active
species.

The invention makes it possible to obtain compositions or
catalyst raw materials and catalysts which display a high
thermal stability. In this context, it can be advantageous to
apply stabilizing substances to the TiO, in order to increase
the thermal stability. Possible target compounds here are
Si0,, Al,O; or, for example, P,Os. In the present case, SiO,
has, by way of example, been precipitated onto the TiO(OH),.
Subsequent impregnation steps then allow introduction of
catalytically active or structurally stabilizing components.
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Metal oxides which have a positive influence on the catalytic
activity and/or thermal stability are, for example, the oxides
of tungsten, of iron, of cerium, of silicon and/or of manga-
nese.

When, for example, SiO, is introduced by precipitation
from NaSiO;, additional filtration and washing steps may be
necessary before application of a further catalytically active
or structurally stabilizing component.

The Dimensionally Stable Catalytically Active Solid Body

To produce the dimensionally stable solid body according
to the invention from the composition of the invention, the
latter is mixed with organic binders and optionally plasticiz-
ers (e.g. alkali metal stearates) and further additives such as
glass fibers, preferably in the presence of water, in order to
produce a ceramic paste. The composition is in this case
preferably used in an amount of from 60 to 90% by weight, in
particular from 70 to 80% by weight, based on the resulting
mixture.

As binders and/or thixotropes, it is possible to employ
sheet silicates such as bentonite and kaolin. Typical examples
of these minerals having sheet-like structural units (phyllo-
silicates) are serpentine Mg,(OH),[Si,0Os], kaolinite Al,
(OH),[S1,04], and also montmorillonite as main mineral of
bentonite.

Further additives which can be used in the mixture com-
prise, for example, glass fibers for structural reinforcement
(e.g. in a proportion of from 5 to 15% by weight), acrylic
polymers as binders, cellulose or cellulose derivatives as
swelling agents/plasticizers, ammonium hydroxide, organic
acids such as lactic acid or oxalic acid as solubilizers and/or
complexing agents and also amino alcohols such as aminom-
ethylpropanol or monoethanolamine for adjusting the pH.

In the further processing of the resulting mixture of the
catalyst raw material according to the invention and the bind-
ers and optionally plasticizers and further additives, a distinc-
tion can essentially be made between two variants, namely
between production of all-active catalysts and the production
of coated catalysts in which the catalytically active powder is
applied to a solid support.

For the purposes of the present invention, an all-active
catalyst is a dimensionally stable solid body which is made
entirely or throughout of the above-described mixture of the
catalyst raw material according to the invention and the bind-
ers and optionally plasticizers and further additives. For the
purposes of the invention, “dimensionally stable” means
essentially “nonpulverulent” and self-supporting. For this
purpose, this mixture is preferably kneaded and then brought
to a particular shape, preferably by extrusion or pressing. The
mixture is particularly preferably extruded to form a ceramic
monolith, which can be described as a solid honeycomb body.
Here, the channels can assume any geometric shapes known
to those skilled in the art. The channels are generally square in
cross section and not hexagonal, as the name would suggest.
Preference is given to dimensionally stable solid bodies hav-
ing a support material content of at least 80% by weight based
on the total mass.

After extrusion or pressing, the solid body is dried and
subsequently calcined. The honeycomb bodies obtained in
this way preferably have a wall thickness of from 0.5 to 2 mm
and a channel width of from 3 to 10 mm.

In the case of use as raw material for all-active catalysts
produced by extrusion, in particular, excessively high BET
surface areas can lead to processing problems in the kneading
and/or extrusion process. The BET surface area can be
reduced to the preferred range from 50 to 150 m*/g by calci-
nation at, for example, temperatures of 550° C. for one hour.
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In the production of coated catalysts, the following proce-
dure is employed: the composition of the invention, option-
ally together with binders, plasticizers and/or further addi-
tives, is applied to a support material and subsequently dried
and calcined. The support material can be a geometric body,
preferably shape-imparting and optionally perforated plates,
e.g. of paper or ceramic, or metal or metal meshes. Ceramic
honeycomb bodies which are typically used and can act as
support material for coating with the composition of the
invention consist, for example, of cordierite.

Uses in Catalysis

The compositions and shaped bodies of the invention are
well-suited as catalysts.

The catalyst raw material of the invention and products
derived therefrom are very well suited to use in processes for
removal of nitrogen oxides from flue gas (DeNOx) as deni-
tration catalyst for efficient catalytic reduction of nitrogen
oxides (NO,) in offgases by means of nitrogen-containing
compounds, preferably ammonia or nitrogen-containing
starting compounds which are converted into ammonia dur-
ing or shortly before the reaction with NO,, with particularly
preference here being given to urea. Use in the selective
catalytic reduction (SCR) of nitrogen oxides by means of
ammonia according to

catalyst
—_—

4NO +4NH;+ 0, 4N, + 6 Hy0

is of particular interest here. Fields of use are, in the mobile
sector, motor vehicles, passenger cars, goods vehicles, ships
and, in the stationary sector, for instance power stations,
coal-fired power stations, gas-fired power stations, domestic
waste incineration plants, plants for nitric acid production or
processing, steelworks.

The invention provides, in particular, for the use of the
dimensionally stable solid body of the invention as catalyst
for decreasing the amount of nitrogen oxides, in particular for
selective catalytic reduction (SCR) including fast SCR, in
which the following reactions occur:

2NH;+NO+NO,—>2N,+3H,0 (NO and NO, in off-
gas, fast)

8NH;+6NO,—>7N,+12H,0 (only NO, in offgas,
slower)

Particular preference is given to the use of the catalyst of
the invention in a motor vehicle, particularly preferably in
combination with an oxidation catalyst, preferably down-
stream.

EXAMPLES

DeNOx catalyst powders of the invention are produced via
simple aqueous impregnation steps which are described by
way of example in examples 1-4. The SiO, was introduced by
precipitation from NaSiO;, as a result of which a filtration and
washing step was necessary.

Production Examples
Production Example 1
Ti—W-—Fe Material
3036 g of an about 25% strength suspension of the micro-

crystalline TiO(OH), according to the invention are admixed
while stirring with 247.19 g of ammonium paratungstate.
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After stirring for about 30 minutes, 75 g of ammonium iron
citrates are likewise added while stirring. The mixture is
subsequently stirred further for about 30 minutes. After
removal of the solvent on a rotary evaporator and drying in a
drying oven at 130° C. for 2 hours, the composition according
to the invention is obtained as powder.

Production Example 2

Ti—W-—Fe—Ce Material

950 g of an about 15% strength suspension of the microc-
rystalline TiO(OH), according to the invention are admixed
while stirring with 22.47 g of ammonium paratungstate. After
stirring for about 30 minutes, 68.47 g of cerium(III) acetate
are likewise added while stirring. The mixture is subsequently
stirred further for about 30 minutes and 20.23 g of ammonium
iron citrate are then added while stirring. After stirring for
another 30 minutes, the solvent is removed on a rotary evapo-
rator and drying is carried out at 130° C. in a drying oven for
2 hours.

Production Example 3

Ti—W-—Fe—Si Material

87.75 g of Na water glass solution (27.66% of SiO,) are
added over a period of 5 minutes to 1943 g of'a 10% strength
suspension of the microcrystalline TiO(OH), according to the
invention. After the addition, a pH of 6.0 is set. After filtration,
the residue is washed with hot water until a final conductivity
of the filtrate of <70 uS/cm has been achieved. The solid
obtained is suspended inabout 1 1 of water and admixed while
stirring with 83.41 g of ammonium paratungstate. After about
30 minutes, 33.37 g of ammonium iron citrate are added. The
mixture is stirred further for about 30 minutes and the solvent
is removed from the resulting suspension by distillation on a
rotary evaporator. After drying at 130° C. in a convection
drying oven for 2 hours, the composition according to the
invention is obtained as powder.

Production Example 4

Ti—W-—Fe—Si—Ce Material

70.67 g of Na water glass solution (27.66% of SiO,) are
added over a period of 5 minutes to 1565 g of'a 10% strength
suspension of the microcrystalline TIO(OH), according to the
invention. After the addition, a pH of 6.0 is set. After filtration,
the residue is washed with hot water until a final conductivity
of the filtrate of <70 uS/cm has been achieved. The solid
obtained is suspended inabout 1 1 of water and admixed while
stirring with 75.72 g of ammonium paratungstate. After about
30 minutes, 126.22 g of Ce(NO;), are added. After about 30
minutes, 30.30 g of ammonium iron citrate are added while
stirring. The mixture is stirred further for about 30 minutes
and the suspension obtained is freed of the solvent by distil-
lation on a rotary evaporator. After drying at 130° C. in a
convection drying oven for 2 hours, the composition accord-
ing to the invention is obtained as powder.
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Production Example XI (Comparative Example)
Ti—W—Fe on Amorphous TiO(OH),

Precursor: Titanyl Sulfate

534.51 g of atitanyl sulfate solution (having a TiO, content
of, calculated, 9.23%) are brought to a pH of 6.5 by means of
25% strength ammonia solution. The suspension formed is
stirred for a further 30 minutes, filtered and washed until the
conductivity is below 70 uS/cm. The material obtained in this
way is admixed with water and 14.65 g of ammonium para-
tungstate are added while stirring to 531 g of this suspension
(containing about 8.08% of TiO,). After a further 30 minutes,
8.33 g of ammonium iron citrate are added. After further
stirring for 30 minutes, the suspension is freed of the solvent
by distillation and subsequent drying in a drying oven.

Production Example X2 (Comparative Example)
Ti—W—Fe on Amorphous TiO(OH),

Precursor: Tetraethyl Orthotitanate (TEOT)

250 ml of TEOT are admixed with 2730 ml of ethanol. A
mixture of 150 ml of ethanol/2830 ml of H,O is slowly added
dropwise to this solution while stirring. After the addition is
complete, the mixture is stirred for one hour and the residue is
subsequently filtered off and washed with ethanol. The filter
residue is slurried with water to give an about 20% strength
suspension. 442 g of this suspension are admixed while stir-
ring with 12.66 g of ammonium paratungstate. After a further
30 minutes, 7.17 g of ammonium iron citrate are added. After
further stirring for 30 minutes, the suspension is freed of the
solvent by distillation and subsequent drying in a drying oven.

Production Example X3 (Comparative Example)
Ti—W—Fe on Amorphous TiO(OH),

Precursor: Tetraethyl Orthotitanate (TEOT) with Addition of
H,SO,

442 g of this suspension are admixed with 0.64 g of 96%
strength H,SO, and stirred for 30 minutes. 12.66 g of ammo-
nium paratungstate are subsequently added while stirring.
After a further 30 minutes, 7.17 g of ammonium iron citrate
are added. After further stirring for 30 minutes, the suspen-
sion is freed of the solvent by distillation and subsequent
drying in a drying oven.

Production Example X4 (Comparative Example)
Ti—W—Fe on Highly Crystalline TiO,

50.46 g of AK-1 (commercially available, highly crystal-
line TiO, from Crenox GmbH having a crystallite size of
greater than 10 nm and a BET surface area of about 90 m*/g)
are added over a period of 5 minutes to 196.24 g of H,0. 16.07
g of ammonium paratungstate are added to the resulting 20%
strength suspension while stirring and the mixture is stirred
for a further 30 minutes. After addition of 6.36 g of ammo-
nium iron citrate and stirring for 30 minutes, the suspension is
evaporated to dryness (e.g. on a rotary evaporator).

Production Example X5 (Comparative Example)

Ti—Fe on Microcrystalline Titanium Oxide Hydrate
According to the Invention

2244 g of a TIO(OH), suspension (corresponding to 490 g
of'Ti0,) are admixed while stirring with 66.7 g of ammonium
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iron citrate and the mixture is stirred for 30 minutes. The
suspension is freed of the solvent by distillation and subse-
quent drying in a drying oven.

Production Example X6 (Comparative Example)

Ti—Fe on Amorphous Titanium Oxide Hydrate
Freshly Prepared from TiOSO,

1062.9 g oftitanyl sulfate solution having a TiO, content of
9.22% are set to a pH of 7.5 by means of 25% strength
ammonia solution and the precipitate obtained is filtered off
and washed with water to a final conductivity below 70
uS/cm. The precipitate resuspended in water (about 20%
TiO,) is admixed while stirring with 12.45 g of ammonium
iron citrate and the mixture is stirred for 30 minutes. The
suspension is freed of the solvent by distillation and subse-
quent drying in a drying oven.

Production Example X7 (Comparative Example)
Ti—Fe on a Crystalline Ti Precursor

501.2 g of A-K-1 (commercially available, highly crystal-
line TiO, from Crenox GmbH having a crystallite size of
greater than 10 nm and a BET surface area of about 90 m*/g)
are added to 1948.8 g of water. This about 20% strength
suspension is admixed while stirring with 66.7 g of ammo-
nium iron citrate. After stirring for 30 minutes, the suspension
is freed of the solvent by distillation and subsequent drying in
a drying oven.

Production Example X8 (Comparative Example)

Ti/W/V—Vanadium-Containing Comparative
Product

In a 2 1 round-bottom flask, 200 g of A-DW-1 (commer-
cially available, highly crystalline TiO, from Crenox GmbH
containing 10% by weight of WO, and having a crystallite
size of greater than 10 nm and a BET surface area of about 90
m?/g) are suspended in 1000 ml of water and admixed while
stirring with 3.87 g of ammonium metavanadate. While stir-
ring, the suspension is heated at 70° C. for 10 minutes and the
solvent is subsequently removed under reduced pressure.
After drying in a drying oven and calcination, the finished,
catalytically active comparative material containing 1.5% by
weight of V,05 based on the A-DW-1 used is obtained.
Example for Determination of the Catalytic Activity

To determine the catalytic activity, a calcination of the raw
materials obtained as per the production examples is carried
out at 550° C. for 1 hour in a muffle furnace, resulting in
conversion of the metal oxide precursors into their oxides.

To examine the aging resistance, the powders which had
initially been calcined at 550° C. for one hour were subjected
to a further thermal treatment at 750° C. for 48 hours in the
muflle furnace.

Before use in catalytic measurements, the samples were
converted by pressing, subsequent comminution and sieving
into a particle size fraction having particle diameters in the
range from 255 to 350 pm (sieve fraction).

The space velocity (GHSV, gas hourly space velocity) was
used to quantify the throughput over the catalyst. This is
defined as the ratio of total volume flow of the feed gas to the
catalyst volume: GHSV=V_ /(m_,/p.,,)- In this case, a total
volume flow of 183.4 ml/min was passed over 75 mg of the
catalyst, resulting in a space velocity GHSV of 100.000 h™*.
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In all cases, the feed gas mixture contained 1000 ppm of NO,
1000 ppm of NH; and 2% of O, in helium. Analysis of the
product gas mixture was carried out by means of a combina-
tion of photometric measuring instruments (BINOS) for the
detection of NO, NO, and NH;.

FIGS. 1 and 2 show the NO conversion values achieved on
the catalysis test setup for the samples as per examples 1 and
2 as a function of the temperature. As a comparison, the curve
for a standard material containing 1.5% by weight of V,0, on
a TiO,/WO; support containing 10% by weight of WO; is
shown. It can clearly be seen in FIG. 1 that the material
according to the invention having the composition Ti/W/Fe
displays significant advantages over the vanadium-contain-
ing standard material as per example X8 in the upper tem-
perature range of about 450-600° C. In the low-temperature
range (about 200-300° C.), the system Ti/W/Ce/Fe displays
excellent conversion values. After aging of the powders by
heating at 750° C. for 48 hours (FIG. 2), slight decreases in
conversion are observed for the system Ti/W/Ce/Fe in the
lower temperature range. However, the conversions found are
still significant above the values for the unaged comparative
material as per example X8. In the high temperature range of
about 450-600° C., a higher activity which is virtually iden-
tical to that of the comparative material is even observed for
the system Ti/W/Ce/Fe. In the case of the system Ti/W/Fe, the
introduction of SiO, gives a material which even after aging,
especially in the high temperature range, displays very good
catalysis values.

FIG. 3 shows that the microcrystalline anatase TiO, in the
form used according to the invention offers fundamental
advantages compared to an amorphous or highly crystalline
anatase Ti0O, in the production of DeNOx catalysts according
to the invention. The conversion curves clearly show that
significantly better values are found for the microcrystalline
TiO, used according to the invention compared to systems
which have an identical composition and differ only in the
crystallinity of the anatase TiO, used.

The invention claimed is:

1. A composition, comprising:

a titanium compound,

an iron compound, and

a tungsten compound,

wherein the titanium compound is obtained in the produc-

tion of TiO, according to the sulfate process during
hydrolysis of a titany] sulfate-containing solution and/or
has a microcrystalline anatase structure,

wherein the composition has a vanadium content, calcu-

lated as V, of less than 0.15% by weight based on the
solids content of the composition, and

wherein the composition has a BET surface area of greater

150 m¥/g.

2. The composition as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
titanium compound which is obtained in the production of
TiO, according to the sulfate process during hydrolysis of a
titanyl sulfate-containing solution and/or has a microcrystal-
line anatase structure makes up more than 50% by weight of
all titanium-containing components of the composition.

3. The composition as claimed in claim 1, wherein the iron
compound is an organic iron compound, and/or the iron con-
tent, calculated as Fe,O;, is from 0.1 to 5% by weight, based
on the solids content of the composition.

4. The composition as claimed in claim 3, wherein the iron
compound is ammonium iron(I1I) citrate.
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5. The composition as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
tungsten content, calculated as WO,, is from 2 to 30% by
weight, based on the solids content of the composition.
6. The composition as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
composition further comprises a cerium compound and has a
cerium content, calculated as CeO,, of from 0.01 to 5% by
weight, based on the solids content of the composition.
7. The composition as claimed in claim 1, further com-
prises a Zr content, calculated as ZrO,, of less than 8% by
weight, based on the solids content of the composition.
8. The composition as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
sulfate content of the composition is from 0.05 to 3.5% by
weight.
9. The composition as claimed in claim 1, wherein a ratio of
CV/TiO, is less than 0.0005.
10. The composition as claimed in claim 1, wherein it is
present in the form of a suspension or paste.
11. A process for producing a composition as claimed in
claim 1, comprising mixing of a titanium compound which is
obtained in the production of TiO, according to the sulfate
process during hydrolysis of a titanyl sulfate-containing solu-
tion and/or has a microcrystalline anatase structure, an iron
compound and a tungsten compound.
12. The process as claimed in claim 11, further comprising
depositing a water-soluble iron compound and/or a water-
soluble tungsten compound on the titanium compound.
13. The process as claimed in claim 11, wherein the com-
position has not been subjected to any thermal treatment
above 300° C. before being processed to form catalysts and a
BET surface area of the composition of from 100 to 500 m*/g,
is obtained.
14. A catalyst or catalyst raw material comprising a com-
position as claimed in claim 1.
15. A dimensionally stable, catalytically active solid body
obtained by mixing of the composition as claimed in claim 1
with binders, plasticizers and optionally further additives,
shaping of the resulting composition, and subsequent calci-
nation.
16. The catalytically active solid body as claimed in claim
15, wherein said shaping is by extrusion.
17. A dimensionally stable, catalytically active solid body
obtained by application of the composition as claimed in
claim 1, optionally together with binders, plasticizers and/or
further additives, to a support material and subsequent calci-
nation.
18. A composition, comprising:
a titanium compound;
an iron compound; and
a tungsten compound,
wherein the titanium compound is selected from the group
consisting of: 1) a titanium compound obtained in the
production of TiO, according to the sulfate process dur-
ing hydrolysis of a titanyl sulfate-containing solution, 2)
a titanium compound having a microcrystalline anatase
structure, and 3) a titanium compound obtained in the
production of TiO, according to the sulfate process dur-
ing hydrolysis of a titanyl sulfate-containing solution
and having a microcrystalline anatase structure,

wherein the composition has a vanadium content, calcu-
lated as V, of less than 0.15% by weight, based on the
solids content of the composition, and

wherein the composition has a BET surface area of greater

than 150 m*/g.



